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2009 Highway Safety Annual Report  Executive Summary - i 

EEXXEECCUUTTIIVVEE  SSUUMMMMAARRYY  
 
 

This document ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛƴ CC¸ нллф 
(October 1, 2008-September 30, 2009) and the progress made toward the goals and objectives 
established in the FFY 2009 Highway Safety Strategic Plan (HSSP).  Since 2008 is the most recent year for 
which a complete year of crash and other traffic-related data are currently available, progress toward 
ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ǎŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ CC¸ нллф I{{t ƛǎ ŀǎǎŜǎǎŜŘ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ Řŀǘŀ ŦƻǊ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ ȅŜŀǊ 
2008.   
 

STATEWIDE HIGHWAY SAFETY PROGRAM 
 
¢ƘŜ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ƻŦ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΩǎ ǎǘŀǘŜǿƛŘŜ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘ ƳƻǘƻǊ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ ŎǊŀǎƘŜǎΣ ǎŀǾŜ 
ƭƛǾŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǾŜǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƛƴƧǳǊƛŜǎ ǎǳŦŦŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ ŎǊŀǎƘŜǎ ƻŎŎǳǊǊƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǊƻŀŘǿŀȅǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ 
DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ ¢ǊŀŦŦƛŎ {ŀŦŜǘȅ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ όD¢{/ύ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀǘǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ 
safety goals through its administration of the federal 402 program and the coordination of state and 
ƭƻŎŀƭ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘƛŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ D¢{/ Ƙŀs also been successful 
in securing incentive grant funds under the SAFETEA-LU legislation and is responsible for the integration 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƎǊŀƴǘ ŦǳƴŘǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ 
 
For the past two decades, New York has made significant strides in highway safety, reducing motor 
vehicle fatalities by 46% between 1989 and 2008 (from 2,263 to 1,224). 
 

 
 

Status of Goals   
 
The goal set in the FFY 2009 HSSP to reduce the number of motor vehicle-related fatalities to 1,258 was 
met and exceeded based on the data for calendar year 2008 that are currently available.  After 
increasing from 1,410 to 1,433 between 2005 and 2006, fatalities decreased in 2007 (1,317) and again in 
2008 (1,224), a reduction of 15% between 2006 and 2008. Progress has been made toward reaching the 
goal for reducing the fatal crash rate to 0.85 per 100 million vehicle miles traveled (VMT); after 
remaining relatively stable between 2005 and 2006 (0.93 and 0.94, respectively) the fatal crash rate per 
100 million VMT declined to 0.89 in 2007 and 0.87 in 2008.  
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